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Is %ﬂcatel's skaie Narodnais Respublika - Btrans Fovoi Demokratli.

Ocherk 1storii {Mongolisn People’s Republic - A Country of the Rew Democracy,

An Cutline of History), edited by the Acedemician I K Maiski, Academy of Eclences
of the UBSR, Betentific and Popular Series, Xoscov-leningrad, 1950, 290 pages ‘
with Wwo maps. :

Reviever 's Remarksg:

The title of this book telle us that this is a propazands Yook -- & brief
history of s Soviet SBatellite. The suthor of the book is mot known in sclentific
eircles. The editor is Maiski who, in the first few years of the Boviel regime,
ves » thairman of the Siberiasn division of the cooperative "Centrosoyus.” Later
on, he was appointed ambessador to UK end was elec¢ted = full member of the
Assleny of Sclences s few years ago. The book is for mess general reading.

In Meiski's preface {p 3 - 10) the very naive statement is made that 30 years
#go the only means of transportation were horses and cemels, while now there -
sre sutomobiles snd railrosds. I think the same could be sald of the US -~ in
olden deys people rode horseback and nov avery third person hss en sutomobile.

The introduction (p 11 - 62) contsins @ short history of MFR since the begin-
ning of the Manchu dominstion until the Chimese revolution in 1911. This
chepter does mot contain anything nev, heing written on the desis of books in
Russien lemguege. Ko origimel Nongolian or Chinese shurces are quoted., The
very large Western litersture {e g "History of Mongols" by ?worth in four
volumes; Badde - “Mongolie, Russis, end Chins” in two volumes, etc) is not
mantioned at « The Mongolian soclal organizetion in the 1917 Revolution
is regarded as feudel. The suthor repeate here the doubtful theory of
W {1933). The oppression of the Mongols by the Manchus ia exsggerated
¥y 1n. He mentions only negative phenomens, but he peswes vith silence over
such privileges of the Mongols as: full independence of the primces in widliz
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principalities, unlimited religlous freedom for the Mongols, privileges granted
to the clergy by the Manchu suthorities, the prohibition of Chinese immigration,
prohibition for the Chinese to take their wives and families to MPR ete.

The first chepter {p 63 - 112) deals with the nationsl liberation struggle of
the Mongole st the time of the autonomy (1911 - 1919), with the Tzerist
Russisn policies towerd MPR, and with the events in 1911 (Chinese revolution).
This e¢hapter does not contain grest mistekae oy distortions es ¢o some other
chapters.

The second chapter is "The Revolution of 1921 and the Formation of the People's
Republic {p 113 - 157). This is a very typical example of forgery of histor;
with the purpose of propsganda. It conteins brazen lies and sbonmimable distor-
tione. Zlstkin mentions as the only founders of the Mongolian People's Party
Bykhe Bator end Chojbelseny (p 122), while in reelity the party wes founded 1921,
in Msimscheng (it is Altsn Bulek now) near the Soviet frontier, by the following

persons: g_h?.gfggﬁ 0, Teeren Dorii, r%o, and other persons.
Neither & Bator nor Cholbaleeng vere present at time of the foundation
of the perty. )

When the newly e¢rested party manifested her leftist-redicel tendencies as

sarly as 1922, Bodo, one of the founders of the party, wes greetly dissatiefied
with the nev line and created his own fraction group within the party. To that
group, emong others, also Toktokho, Dla Lems, Shekdurjeb, apd other persons
belonged. All of them were arrested and shot by order of Elbek-Dorji Rimchino,
s Burial, e former Soviet sublect and student of the St Petersburgh University.
He had been a revolutionary socialist {BR) in USER prior to his arrival in MPR,
He had joined the People's Pardy very soon after its foundetion snd became the
Red bouss of MPR and secretery-general of the MPR People's Party. Rinchino wes
later on rexoved from MPR and gent $o Moscow %o teach and"be re-educmted” at
the Btalin University of the Toilers of the East. Rinchino was arrested and
shot in 1937 s# a "Trotekyite, leftist deviationist, snemy of the people; end
sn old Jepanese sacret agent.” As steted, Bodo and his fellow menbers of the
“rightist wing” were shot. The accusation wee: Zlatkin calle him "en old sgent
of the Trarist end leter on Japanese secret service” (p 147), en accusetion which
has become trivial eand does not impress anybody, because it is made eleo sgainst
everybody noncompunist in all the Batellite states with the difference that
aometimes the persons concermed are atcused of being US or UK egents.

The sdventurer Dja-lLeme, who was fighting the Reds after he hed first Joined
thexn, wes 2180 executed. To what Zlatkie saye I can add that Dje-Lama wae
beheaded and his head, sioked and salted, was sent t0o Leningred in 1923 and
presented to the Anthropologic Museum of the Acedemy of Sciences in 1923, one
your after the execution. The year 1922 is slso remerkable from that viewpoint
that then the MPR sscret police, an MPR replica of the GPU, was crested. Its
abbreviation neme was GVO - the initials of the Ruseisn wrds Gosudarstvennais
¥nutrenniais Okhrane {"The Internmel Defence of the Stete”).

The hero of the Mongolian revoiution, the chieftain of the partisans Sukhe Bator,
died under mysterious circumetances on 13 Feb 23. Elatkin mentions that
Choibalsang had said in December 1940 (i e 17 yeers ister) thet Sukhe Bator hed
baen poisoned by Danseng (p 118}, because the latter hed been "a Tserist and
Jepanese secret agent.” The most amauing thing ie that Ziatkin does not explain
tc the reader how 1%t was possible that this poisoning hed been disclosed only
after L7 ysers, no pus¥-noritenm having been made immediately after Sukhe Bator's
death. Thus; this %00 1s s forgery and e brasen lie. I remember that in 1923
Mongolien lames were made responsible for having treated him with wrong medicine,
because Sukhe Bator, being en old-time Mongol did pot care for European medicine
and preferred lams guscks. .

In the same chapter the resolution of the Third Party Congress is discussed,
whieh had cutlined the nev perty gemeral line and put the foundation for the vew
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“road of noncepitelistic development,” 1 e socialist and communist development

{p 150). Although the People's Party was officielly a peoples’ and mot & comnunist
party, it belonged to the Comintern from the very beginning, being one of the
menber-perties of the Communist Internstionsl. -

The third chapter is entitled "The struggle for the general 1line of the Mongolisn
People's Party against the rightist and leféist restorers of feudalisn and the
colonisl slaver; in 1924 - 1932" {peges 160 f£). Here ve leern that the most
dangerous enemies of the Feople's Party and Republic were the Jepanese and the
Mongolian slergy. These two ere not incidentelly mentioned logether, becouse in
192k the first greet drive against religion was sterted and Zlatkin needs &
Justification of the meesures taken sgainet the lemas. He tries to demonstrete
thet the lazes were enesies of the regime and the people, being mercenary agents
of the Japanese. The lauss wers sccused by Zlatkin of being Jepanege subversive
sgents and spies, an sccusstlion very femiliar o sverybody enguged in research on
the Soviet satellites. The clergy 1s alweys accused of baing sples {of UB, UK,
etc), no matter whether they are . Hungerian Romen Cstholic priests, or Cardinal
Stepinsc in Yugoslavis, or Protestent pastors in Eastern Cermany.

The "Rightists” also started their "subversive” activities in 192% - 1925, fTheir
sabotage manifested itself in that the then Minister of Educationm, Erdenl Batukhsn,
sent Mongol students to study in Germany end Frente. I knew Batukhan well, because
lster on he weé exiled to USSR end became & teecher of Mongolian at the leningred
Oriental Institute, actuslly subordinate to me. He told me that the only reason
for sending young Mongole %o Europe wes that in USER the housing and food problem
ves 80 precerious that the young Mongols contrected tuberculosis in the danp
leningred climate nfter having steyed there more then six weeks. I ¢en confirm
this, beceuse at lesst four Mongols and onz Tibelen dled in 1922 - 192k in
Leningrad. These were the £irst students to be trained sbroed. Erdeni Batukhen
wes srrested in Leningred end sent to e concentrastion cemp in 1337, whence I got

& letter from him through the underground in 1938, Then he was Btarving % death
end implored me %o do something for him, but of course this ves impossible. Hie
family wee slowly dying in MPR. lMoet of the students who had cone batk from Europe
were sarrested and destrojed im 1935 - 1937, suong them Goumbojsb Merguengoon, son
of a little prince, wvho hed stuljed in Frente under the very femous praofessor of
Oriental studies, Paul Pelliot. All these thinge sre lacking in Zlatkin's book.

1 think this should be sdded here in order to tell the truth sbout what happened
&t thet time in MPR.

The time between 192h and 1932 wes e period of pever ending purges. Zlatkin
does not spesk of purges. He merely mentions that out of 373 cheirmen of the
Fhoshun administrations (dietrict sdministrations) 79 bed been former feudels.
He does not say what this labgl means. In reality it means that all of them hed
been removed, arrested, destroyed imnediately or slowly killed in copcentration
eanpe. In 1928 also the Institute of the Living Buddhas was abolished and it wue
strictly forbidden to procleim new rebirths of saints {p 187}, Zlatkin Goes not
a1l us what this mesns. He seys “it was forbidden” or “sbolished.” It would
Aot have been half 80 bad if it had been simply forbidden, just as ve forbvid
making & U-turn in the middle of New York's Brogdway. In reality it meant thet
&1l iames involved in this Institute of Living Buddhes were imprisoned. They
were usually sent to contentretion camps in the Turukhensk sres in Siberis.

In 1929 the "Leftiste” started their subversive activities. The reader already
bas noticed thet the book of Zlatkin is s sort of seled with everydhing in 1%t:
Japenese egents, Tzarisu sgents, “Rightiets,” "Leftists’ end I do not know what
more, ¢ resl Pendora box with all sorts of surprises. But a8 strenge as it way
sound, Zlatkin does nob mention & single nense of leftist leeders. ¥hat is the
matter here? The snsver is vexy simple: thare were no leftist lsaders, there
were no Titoiste es Owen Lattimore calle them, teking his infermetion frem ell
gorts of Zlatkine. In reality the "leftist’ line wes a consejuence of the direct
fulfillment of the orders coming from the Comintern. The MPR government had no
other way but to comply with the line dictated to them by the Soviet Comintern
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representetives: first wes Ryskulov, later on came Matthew Amsgaieff. The latter
wes removed in 1931 from MPR and sent to Moscow to work st the Toilers® University.
Later on, in 193% or 1935, Amegaiefl wes sppointed director of the Leningrad
Institute of Orienta) Lenzusges, thue becoming my boss. He wes arrested in 1937
end shot as 8 Trotekylte.

Simultaneously with the lefsists ths lemes became, secording to Zlatkin, very
ettive, He mentions Yegudzer, m&, Delib, and a fev others, {p 198).
The eccusation that se men were Jepanese egents is untrue, I koew Mandzushri

1ly end X kmov thet he wes only one of the Living Budéhes absolutely not
participating in sny worldly affeire. In reallty Zletkin again peeds here a
justification of the antl-religious ectivities of the Soviets. The man called
Delit by Zlatkin is in reality D1 Khutuktu. Dilowa was alsc arrested. While
Mendzushri, Yegudzer, snd the ofhera (they were 2] Living Buddhss) were shot,
Dilove sat in his death cell in Ulan Bator and managed to escape. Be wes helped
by his friends vho took him out of prison, gave him @ camel and sent hin awey
atross the desert into Chinas. Theve Dilows was met by Owen Lattimore & Tew ;eers
later and taken to the UB. He told me the whole story and 1t 1s absolutely
obvious thet whai Zlstkin seys is a brazen lle.

The setivities of these "lama c¢liques,” spies, subversive agents, eic resulted in
ereetion of various "resttionsry groups.” So Zlatkin ealls them. But im reallity
they were not "groups”; it wes the entlre populetion including many party mesbers
and ever large unite of the MPR Red Army which revolted against the intolerable
conditions created by the regime. Thie revolt in 1932 was crushed by Sovist

Rad Army units vhich were brought with thelr planes and tenks.

0f course, the Comintern could not be accused of these "leftist devistions” from
the gensrel line. Somebody had to be blamed. Thus the legend about a "leftist
group” in MPR was creeted. The government which simply hed hed %o comply with
the policies imposed upon them by the Comintern, wes arrested and tried. These
were: Gendung, the chsirmen of the government; Amor the prime minister and
foreign minister; snd meny other pecple. They were accused of being Japanesge
sgents and sples, and executed. Thie happened in 1936. At that time MPR
dsfinitely becamw = Soviei satellite, sfter her government had been destroyed
a1 Boviet crestures case to pover.

The fourth chapter is "The Mongolien Pecple's kepublic stends firmly on the road
of the noncapitelistic development” (p 206 £f). Here Zlatkin tells sbout the
liquidation and the comsequences of the subversive activities of the leftists.

The remaining peges of the book diecuss the events during World War II and the
partieipation of MPR troops In war against Joapen in fall 1945,

To eonclude this review we should remark that Zlatkin's book gives a grestly
distorted picture of Mongolis. Unfortunately only one who koows ¥PR from his own
swperiencs can find out sbout this. It is e bad book.

EM zayey, The Mongolien People's Republic, A Physical Geographic Description,
Acadeny o iances of the USSR, Institute of Geography, State Publishing House,
Moscow, 1945, 314 pages with numerous pictures and msps. {In Russian)

Reviever 's Comments:

While there sre numerous descriptions of MPR and many special works on geology,
votany, soology of thet country, ete, there wag no general geographic work on
the MPR. This explains while knowledge of MPR outslde of the UBSE is so little
and sven the Encytlopaedis Britennice conteiné numercus inatcuracies in her
articles on MPR., Nurzeyev's book is sn importsant azhievement ané it is an
accurate and thorough work.
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23. The first chapter of the book is sntitled "Genmeral Geogrephic Characteristic.”

HBere ve find date on the square milesge and the co-ordinates of geographic points,
bounderies are descrided, ete (p 7 - 10). It should be noted that MPK is from the
point of view of geogrephic research very interesting, because here in vinter lies
the center of the aftospheric high pressure for the whole world, MPR 1s the most
southern areg in the world where there is never melting ice in the goil {47 degrec
of Northern Latitude}. MPR has elso the most morthern dry deserts in the whole
wvorld {in the depression of the Big lLekes in Western Mongolie, 1 e 50°5' of the
Rorthern latitude). MPR has also one of the moet contivental climates in the
world, This chapter is followed by & brief analysis of MPR place names which
might be of importance to resders vho do not know MPR, although it is not ss

§004 @8 the vork by V A Kagakevigh: Modern Mongolen Toponymy (In Russien),
leningred, 1934,

The brisf "Date on the governmental orgsnization, the populstions, and sgonomy”
{p 18 - 36 are of interest only to reeders who know little of MPR). Othervise
these data are %00 brief and fragmestary. Contrary, "The History of Geogrephic
Bxploration” looks interesting to me (p 36 - 58). It contalnm e survey of all
travels ever made in MFR since the 13th century (the mhm%,n_%%,
and the merchant Polo, etc). Although this survey is more or complete,
some dete is missing, e g novhere is the travel by the Taoist monk Ch'au-Ch'un (et
Jepehiz K ? mentioned which hse been described by the Soviet

e German . Nodern time is better discussed,
slthough here, too, the important work by eley, "Russim, Mongolis, &nd China”
is not mentioned, although it conteins mention of some important trips to MPR.
$he Jesuits are only mentioned end no more is seid adout them then “they have.
done incomparably less than the Russian scholars” {p 45). The Soviet acholers
who vere destroyed by the Soviets are not mentioned, of tourse, e g
W‘b & Burist Cossack noncomniesioned officer who treveled wi oV
scovered the famous ruins of Kbars Khoto, or A D Simukov, & geogrepher who
worked in the MPR Sclentific Comuittse in Ulan Betor. Both were arrested end
murdered by the Soviet Secret Police in 1937,

The chepter "Outlives of the Surfsce Strutture”’ (p 58 ££) is important end
interesting. Here we learn something of the altitudes of MPH: the lowest altitude
{from the ocean level) is the dry leke Koke Bur in northeestern MFR (532 meters).
The highest altitude is the mountain Khuitun in the mountain group Tebun Bogdo in
the Altal range. It is k,653 meters. The everege eltitude of MPR 1s 1,580
aeters. Ulen Bator, the capitel of the MPR lies on ar altitude of 1,297 meters

~ {p 59). This chapter contains also geologi¢al date, although soil riches or any

7.

ore deposits sre not mentioned. It should de pointed out that the desert
sharscter of the MPR is grestly exsgcereted by cutsiders and Murzeev tells us that
of the totsl square kilometrage of KPR (1,531,000 square kilometers) omly 29,916
square kilonsters {or 1.96%) sre sands. :

A vary interssting survey of the periods of the origin of the landscape is found
on p 78 ££. The gsuthor ssys that: .

8. The continental character of MPR sterted during the Peplameozolc ers and
this procees continukd during the Mesozoic ers;

b. During the latter ere end in the Tertisry the river apd lgke systen of
WPR was greetly developed;

c. An important event wves the coming into eximtence of nev mountein renges
{at the ond of the Tertiary and st the begisninsg of the Quarternary).
The deserts sre old in MPR, bdecsuse during the chelk period (1 @ since
the beginning of the Querternery) the climate became very dry.
dryness of the ciinmgte 18 & result of the rise of the mountaias which
after coming into sxistence prevented the monsoons from entering MPR.

Very interesting is the chepter ebout the climate in vhich data on precipitetion,
tenperatures, winds, and the sessons are given. This chapter is followed by =&
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ehapter about the rivers and lskes (p 115 - 125) and sbout the geographic zones.
There are the following sones:

a. mountain-forest-steppe-~zone,

b. high steppe zone,

€. nomi-depert snd desert-steppe zone,
4. desert zone.

These zones are dsseribed very thoroughly and their enimels and vegetation sve
discussed very well. '

This 1s followed by e destription of the physical-geographic areas of MPR: the
Altel mountsin aree; the Grest Lake Depression; the Khangai and Kenteli mountain
renges; the high plaine and the Gobi area.

An index of literature and an index of geographic nanes conclude the book.

5 gonclude this reviev I should say that this thorough work {at least, it is
the most thorough of all) eéan be recozmended to resders es e relisble book. 1
think aiso thet 1t should be translated into English.

om-
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